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Inside a Perfectly Planned Colorado Home -

Big Ideas for Not-So-Big-Houses
‘Matching Your Design to Your Site
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A nne and Dave Slubowski liked
i their old log home, which they

when they were first marmed
because it seemed so perfect for the
gred. After their twin sons Dean and
Byan were borm in 1997, they real-
e that 3,200 square feet wasn't

wind. The Slubowskis® desire for
plenty of sun and a bhig deck sug-
gested orenting the house toward
the southeast with the main view
through trees down a valley. The
only obstacle was three massive
boulders. Suzanne decided 1o design

going to be big enough for the family.
Thew decided to build a bigger home
md 1o switch from milled logs to
mmbcrafied ones.

They already ovwned band, about 10
mikes from their existing home, Dave
lad bought 5 acres in 1990 for
H4,000), then, after he and Anne were
narried, they added 12 acres. The
woperty, located ot about 10000 feet
fevation, is in 4 development that fea-
pres several log homes.

Anne and Dave figured out the basic ingredients of
heir design from plans they saw in log-home magazines.
Jave knew that fellow ski patroller Ethan Guerra was a
watractor who had built several log hormes and just
tarted o design-build firm in Breckenridge with his wife,
rchitect Suzanne Allen-Guerra. The Slubowskis hired
wzanne, who hed never designed a log home butl was
ager 1o do her first one. Afier visiting the site, Suzanne
leclared that it “deserved something special.”

The best place to build was on o small rise in a stand
if aspen trees, which would protect the home from the
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Top: The house was bisit in a grove
ol aspens ol 10,000 fest sbavation,
The large-diameler logs sro standing-dead
Engeimasna sprsce shipped from
British Columbia.

Abava: The entry | bulll up with log
poils, boama and trissss to create a
dramatic first impressicn, The stonswork
s Colornde moss rock, Theee boalders
became an integral teature of the
eniry courtyard, which s alss observable
Tram an upperlevel baboony off the
master bodroom.

—— the house to “wrap it around them so
that when you're walking down the
front path to the front door you're
walking right by them."

The design process unfolded over a
period of six months, with plenty of
give and 1ake between the Slubowskis
and Suzanne and Ethan. Besides
being guided by the site, Suzanne
incorporated features from Anne and
Dave's wish list, One was a connect-
ing loft between the twins® bedrooms
with a log railing and log ladders so the boys can get to
each other’s room without having to use the hall,

Dave, who handles the cooking. wanted a roomy, effi-
cient kitchen thar felt separate vet was open to the adja-
cent living and dining arcas, Suzanne’s solulion was an
arched doorway and an arched pass-through at one end of
the kitchen to the living room with a bar where people can
sit and talk to Dave while he's cooking. At the other end
of the kitchen is a second door to the dining room, which
is in o half-octogonal bumpout, “When we moved in, the
kids found out they could do loops through the kitchen on
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